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who were near Mataram came first, and those who were
far off* came last; and the Rajah, received them with
his own hands, and put them away carefully in an
inner chamber in a camphor-wood chest, whose hinges
and clasps were of silver; and on every bundle was
marked the name of the village and the district from
whence it came, so that it might be known that all
had heard and obeyed the commands of the great spirit.

4.   When it was quite certain that every village
had sent in its bundle, the Eajah divided the needles
into twelve equal parts, and ordered the best steel-
worker in Mataram to bring his forge and his bellows
and his hammers to the palace, and to make the twelve
krisses under the Rajah's eye, and in the sight of all
men who chose to see it.    When they were finished
they were wrapped up in new silk, and put away care-
fully until they might be wanted.

5.   Now the journey to the mountain was in the
time of the east wind, when no rain falls in Lombock.
Soon after the krisses were made, it was the time of the
rice harvest, and the chiefs of districts and of villages
brought in their  tax to the Rajah according to the
number of heads   in   their villages.    To  those that
wanted but little of the full amount, the Rajah said
nothing;- but when those came who brought only half
or a fourth part of what was strictly due, he said to
them mildly, " The needles which you sent from your
village were many more "than came from such-a-one's
village, yet your tribute is less than his; go back and
see who it is that has not paid the tax."    The next
year the produce of the tax  increased   greatly,   for
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